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Fourth Sunday of Advent 

The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 

Saturday, December 21, 2024 

 

Opening Acclamation (EOW 1 p. 50) 

Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One. 

People You come to your people and set them free. 

  

Collect for Purity (BCP p. 355) 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Trasagion  (BCP p. 356) 

Holy God, 

Holy and Mighty, 

Holy Immortal One, 

Have mercy upon us. 

 

The Collect of the Day (BCP p. 212) 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his 

coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

 

First Reading: 

A Reading from the prophet Micah (5:2-5a). 

 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
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  to the people of Israel. 

 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

 The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  

Canticle 15: The Song of Mary 

 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

  for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

 From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

  the Almighty has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his Name. 

 He has mercy on those who fear him * 

  in every generation. 

 He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

  he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

  and has lifted up the lowly. 

 He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

  and the rich he has sent away empty. 

 He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

  for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

 The promise he made to our fathers, * 

  to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Second Reading: 

A Reading from the letter to the Hebrews (10:5-10). 

5When Christ came into the world, he said,  

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 

 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 

 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings 

and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, 

“See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And 

it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 

once for all. 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel: 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (1:39-45). 

(Glory to you, Lord Christ).  
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 

greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and 

exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as 

soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed 

is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  

 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

  

The Sermon        Canon Melinda M. Artman+ 

 

The Nicene Creed (BCP p. 358) 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
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who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People (Hear Our Prayer) 

Loving God, you know our needs more deeply than we can ever know them ourselves. Open 

our eyes to see as you do, that we may know your peace and grace in our own lives. Bend our 

hearts through our prayer to know you and to love you more perfectly, as we say, Lord in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

Help those who follow you to see in each other the fullness of Christ, that we might work 

together in joy to further your vision for our world. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Protect and bless your church in all its diversity and grant wisdom and strength to those who 

guide and shape its life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Shower your blessings on the leaders of the nations, that they may seek solutions to the world’s 

problems through peaceful cooperation. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Help us to be witnesses to your promises here in the Valley, that your glory might be reflected 

through us, and guard and protect all who will be traveling in this time of celebration, be 

present to those who feel alone or forgotten, and comfort those who are reminded of their griefs. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We lift up the prayers from our prayer wall…for what else shall we pray? Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Bring wholeness to what is broken, relief to what causes pain, and healing to our illnesses. Lift 

up all who suffer that they may find peace through you. Remembering especially Jennifer, 

Brenda, Kristina, Hildegard, Debbie, Brandon, Zach, Dawn, Baby Bob, Janice,  Allison, 

Deanna, Shirley, Bruce, Megan, Denise, Jake, Ashley, Jason, Greg, and the Dinse Family. Lord 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Assure us of your loving care for those who have died and bolster our faith that we may be 

reunited with them again someday. Remembering especially, Glenn, Walter, John, Annie, Joan, 

Harry, and Robert. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

You have loved us enough to take on human life as your own and to know our hopes and our 

fears. Hear now our prayers and fulfill then as may be best for us and all of this we ask through 

your Son, our Lord and advocate, Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin (BCP p. 360) 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
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Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

The Peace (BCP p. 360) 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:       And also with you.  

The Holy Communion 

 

The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer B 

 

Sursum Corda (BCP p. 367) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

 

Proper Preface (BCP p. 378) 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from 

sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in 

power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
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appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 

the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus (BCP p. 367) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Words of Institution (BCP p. 368) 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us 

out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 

and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer (BCP p. 364) 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

Fraction Anthem (BCP p. 364) 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 

Have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sigs of the world, 

Have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 

Grant us your peace.  

 

Invitation (BCP p. 364) 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Distribution (BCP p. 365) 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 

Post-Communion Prayer (BCP p. 366) 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
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be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Advent Blessing (From the Book of Occasional Services) 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 

remain with you always. Amen  

 

Dismissal (BCP p. 366) 

  The service is done, but our work continues. Let us go forth in the name of 

Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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